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What was the paper about ____?

Exactly – what (and all the other wh-elements/phrases)

Comparative analysis of wh-movement in two languages

- Namely English and American Sign Language 

A (as far as I could research) unique discussion/debate found among linguists focused on ASL

- How does wh-elements move – leftward or rightward?

_________________________________________________
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A bit about ASL…

The same multitude of linguistic fields and 
discussion points as spoken languages

Generally, comparable to these as well – basic 
word order SVO, morphological complexity

and observable grammar

_________________________________________________

Non-manual marking and the use of the 

signing space for grammaticality

Double constructions 
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S H OW I N G  W H -

M OV E M E N T  I N  

E N G L I S H  A N D  

A S L
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Showing wh-movement in English

The existence of in situ in ASL, but not in English

One piece of evidence provided for the existence of wh-movement in English:

_________________________________________________
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Showing wh-

movement in ASL

So how do we end up disagreeing over the 
directionality in ASL?

Trace suggesting right-ward movement of 
the wh-element “WHAT” 

- And therefore a sentence-final CP-spec
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Showing wh-movement in ASL

Those in favor of the left-ward analysis: 

“Why complicate it?”

“Twin null” (marked by ec) 

_________________________________________________
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S H OWIN G W H -

M OV E MENT IN  A S L
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So, what does this leftward analysis look like 
on an ASL sentence?

Here with a doubled wh-element



Showing wh-movement in ASL

Non-manual signs/marking as evidence for leftward wh-movement

The movement allows for spreading across the entire question – spec-head agreement

_________________________________________________
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Showing wh-movement in English

Assigning of accusative case – transitive verbs (V°) to complements (DP)

Not possible for the interrogative pronoun whom to be base generated in the 

left periphery of the sentence!

_________________________________________________
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Coming to conclusions – what did I even find?

“We thus see both English and ASL structures supporting the general claim that wh-movement is 

leftward, as the moved wh-element lands in a leftward CP-spec, despite clear differences in the 

possibilities otherwise present for the syntax of the languages.”

Different pieces of evidence for ASL and English though – as just shown 

- And the discussion surrounding ASL focused more on specifically the directionality

_________________________________________________
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ANY QUESTIONS?ANY QUESTIONS?



Bibliography
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Extra – if anyone asks ;)
_________________________________________________
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