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Plan for the lecture

Tihe; conventional concept: off ebject
he fiormalland the functional approach
Object positiens! in' Danish

Objects andlthe text

SUDJECEs in| ebject positions

Revising the content fiela




Objects

Traditional concept: neminalcomplement
off a transitive verh

Conventional assumptions off the semantic
content: ‘UNDERGOER", PATIENT*

More advanced Semantic appreachs:
Invoelved!in the action without beinglable
torcommand it (“E-role”, cp. Peter Widell)




Objects

RESErVations:
Many: stch SEmantic entities are not
ObjectsiIin ar syntactic sense

Some kinds, off objects may: not belong to
thiS sphere; off semantics




The functional approach

OUr approach Is functional, because:

We Investigate hew: objects  are handled
on the textual level

\We assume that sense relations are
fundamental to; the structiring off the
language




The functional approach

\We' use the! Diderichsen sentence modelfas our
POINE off departure fer reasening

This isiuselul because the model s well-known
N 2 Scandinavian context and easy. tor handle

IHowever: there Is no deeper commitment in: this.
Any: schematisn couldl do, andl en eccasions wWe
nandle; our analysis withl ether means




Where to find ebjects in Danish?

FundasHi N sksuisfel Indholdsfelt

ment-
fielt

F \Y/

sa




Definite and Indefinite objects:

Preneniinal opjects;
Within the space of normall perception
GIVen referents

.G, Gén, fian, [um), g
[it, he, she, me]




Definite and Indefinite objects:

Nominal ebjects:
Within the: text so) far
Given referents

.9, SeelIgSSKkENIGEL, OPJERLEL
['the sentence model’, ‘the object]




Definite and Indefinite objects:

Nominal ebjects:

Belengingl te the actuall context of
communication

Given referents

E.d. Doraer, stolen
['the desk” & ‘the chalr” in this reom|]




Definite and Indefinite objects:

Nominal ebjects:
Belonging to: a shared cultural backgreund
Given referents

Eial Arhius; Etrops




Definite and Indefinite objects:

Nominallebjects:

Belonging to the: stock off identifiable
ieferents

New: referents

E.g. el g/as, efi laske
['a glass’, ‘a bottle” with| reference to
the reception afterwards]




Definite and Indefinite ebjects

Indefinite
fiorm

Mentall stock: possible
Suject

[t glgs, efi
HESKE

Definite
fiorm

Cultural backgreund:
ieal subjects

Arfhus, Elropa

Actual backgrounde
dctualf stbjects

Border, sto/ern

Mentioned
packground:

Seeliligern,
ODJexter

Pronomi-
nal form

Area off attention:
Given subjects

aen, fan, [Aumn




Objects in relation te; the, text

Wermay: distinguish' 5 types: of objects inf this
fUnctional relation:

Unstressed proneminal opjects
Defiinite nominal objects
Indefinite: nominal ebjects
Sententialiebjects

Objects In Fundamentielt position




Pronominal objects

Neksustielt

Indholdsfelt

V

A




Definite neminal ebjects

Neksustielt Indholdsfelt

\Y/




Indefinite nominal objects

Neksustielt Indholdsfelt

V




Sentential objects

Neksustielt

Indhoeldsfelt

\Y/

A

EP

adag

VoI nan
Var:

0




Objects in Fundamentrelt”

FundasHi N sksuisfel Indholdsfelt

ment-
fielt

\Y/




The, Object: and the Verb: stem

ODbjects occur regularly: after the main
ver) stem (VO syntax)

Note:

Unstressed proneuns; cannot precede the
main verb stem (€p. slide)

Only exception: FUundament position




The, Object: and the Verb: stem

ODbjects occur regularly: after the main
ver) stem (VO syntax)

ihe; more; contextually: beund, the closer
to the verb

IThe more contextually’ Unboeund, the; more
iemoved fromi the verb




Subjects (7) In object: poesitions

Dervar: ditia gller . kgleskabet
(Fhere were always Beersiin the fHdge)

DPer hiar engang: staet enlstatuel arLemi
101S/10/7

(Once there was a| statue off L.enin in; Hzrsholm)
Der g std: et vinaue abent et sted.
(Fhere must be an open Window: scmewhere)




Subjects (7) In object: poesitions

Fundament | Neksusfelt Indholdsfelt

[ \V/ n \V/

Der:

Der




Subjects (7) In object: poesitions

SUch subjects are attached to Intransitive Verlas

When dewnright definite they: may: 6ccur inl the
true subject poesition:

Dlen) stod. | koleskabet

DPengang havde Leninstatien. staet iiHorsolm i b
ar

Vinalet star gbent




Subjects (7) In object: poesitions

When dewnright: definite they: may: 0ccur
[N the; tite subject positien:

Dlen; stod. | koleskaber:

Pengang Havde Leniistatien Staet |
Horsholm &

Vinguert star abent




Subjects (7) In object: poesitions

Conditions on such subjects:
They: are contextually: unbounad

I they: arerdefinite or prenominal, they

must represent: new: infiermation; in the
cleser context




Subjects (7) In object: poesitions

Conditions en nermal subjects:
Ihey:are  contextually: bound

I they: are indefinite, they: must represent:

SPecimens; that: niay: be deduced! iem: the
context




Subjects (7) in object positions

Der var s3 meget at se nede ved den.
Somme tider stak en fisk hovedet op over
vandfladen, men skyndte sig at dykke ned
igen, da den fik gje pa de tre venner. En
frg sad pa en sten i vandkanten, og da de
naermede sig, sprang den i vandet og
skyndte sig veek. (Benny Andersen)




Subjects (?) In object position

I the) verb is transitive, situations with such

‘Pragmatically indefinite” subjects give rise
to clefits:

DPer var'en areng der siogmig

(A boy hit me)

DPer-var: ti tog, der: ko for-Sent . gar:
(Fen trains were! late yesterday)




Subjects (?) In object position

Tihe; subject;slot in| these; constructions Is
filled withrtherexpletive aer mostiy;
thought te e a local adverls

IHOWEVETr: ger may: be lefit eutiso that the
sUbject pesitionrremains epen:




Subjects (?) In object position

PaHotel Prnsen. har Genneni. drene boet
margeliteressante geesier:

[At the Hotel Prinsemnhas over the: years
stayed many: interesting guests|

P& il ars Skifvepord. /d: Genneni dlle drene
HIHaers ioveabog

[On my/ fiather’sidesk lay: all the, years the
main acecount Dok of the; firmi




Subjects (?) In object position

Some; thieoreticall guestions arise frem this:
Are the apparent subjects inf ebject: slots

ieally sujec
descrived as

S, Or'shoeuld they rather be
some Kind off ebject?




Subjects (?) In object position

Some theoreticall questions arise firom this:

Are the, apparent subjects infebject slots really.
supjects, or should they rather Be described as
some; Kind off ebject?

I these constructions are taken inte account,
contextual boundness and UNBoURARESS teams
Up Withi resp. Deing subject” and: being| ebject
With whiat consequences?




Subjects (?) In object position

Vore preblems:

What are the rules for ger-insertion really?
Stylistics or' grammar?




Subjects (?) In object position

Vore preblems:

What are the rules for ger-insertion really?
Stylistics or' grammar?

\What Is the diffierence: between existential
constructions and additional statements
(“tilzjelsestdsagn™)?




Revising the Content Field

Distinguisning between:

objects
Co-predicates
adverbials




Adverbial

Diderichsen’s definition:

Clause element Which' IS neither verbial,
neminal ner'subject or object complement

Clause; element expressinglless important
ClFrcumstances




EVihRa

A

Peter Igh

‘Peter ran

ud irhaven
out Into garden-the:

Peter teenkte
‘Peter thought

pal at rejse
on to travel”

IHans drak
Hans drank

Under bordet
Under table-thef

Situationen; kom
‘Situation-the came

Under kontrol
under control”




Preepositionsforbindelser regnes ogsa for

adverbialer
Galbergl Jacobsen & Skyum-Nielsen: Dansk Sprog, 1996, p. 78

‘Prepositional phrases are alsorconsidered
adverbials’




Adverbial

Certain adverbialst behave differently,
rom| other adverbialsiwit.:

Coeordination
Adreement
liopolegy.
Prosody




Coordination

A subclass off ‘adverbialsy may: be
cooerdinated with complements:

[Ham var rask, Oppe og. [ god Dearing
‘He was welll, up and In goeed recovery:




Adeement

Certain adverbials” agree with subject or
object:

Det e bamvar bIever til.en voksen mand.
“Ihe little chilaihad become; (te)'a grown man:
DPelsia bora var DIever til voksne maend,

“The small childreni had become (to) grown menr




Tlopology

Unlike other adverbials this subclass, off ‘adverbials’
never occurs in the ‘a’ slot:

Peter havde ude'l skoven gaet s/ig en. lang. tur:
‘Peter'had out In weed-the walked himseli: argood
long| walk

*Petervar ud f skoven gaet

‘Peter had out inte weed-the walked"




Tlopology

Unlike other ‘adverbials’ this subclass of
‘adverbial” cannot be left behind iff the
material in V' and N are moved to E:




Tlopology

[HUIA 1aVade SkUBDEL Peter td.ar vaerelser
‘She hadl pushed! Peter out of reom-the"
*SKUDPPEL Peter havde iun Ud. arVeere/Sert

U havde skubbet Peter Ude. pe, garngern
‘Shie had pushed Peter out on corridor-the
SKkuppet Peter havde fiun Ude pa: ganger

'/




Unit accentuation

ihese ‘adverbials’ often give rise to; Unit
dCCentuation:

Peter gike td J igver
Peter walkedl out: inte garden-the

Peter gk ude navern
Peter walked out in garden-the




Conclusion

Jihese ‘adverbials’ are not adverbials but co-
predicates contributing to the core meaning

of the! clause

Often (though net always) they: describe a
result; state




Semantics

Peter oD Ud. [iSKoVer.
‘Peter ran out into Weod-the”

Paraphrase:

Peter raniand this resulted inf Peter being in
the woeod




Semantics

Peter loprud. | Skover,
el < e2

el e2
fun(peter) In(peter,wood)




Semantics

PEeter: 1o O)e) ticet
el < e2

el e2
fun(peter) tired(ole)




Semantics

Peter spiste sl o ud al- iuset
el = e2

el e2
eat(peter,y)  out-of(mother,house)




Hansen 19/0

KsFV S L al0iod a3 Adv (a2

Menisender dul aldrig pengene tilbage mere?
‘But send you never money-the back anymore’

Gor de straks baden
‘Make; they immidiately boat-the

Skilte han sa uret omhyggeligt i'gar?
‘Took he then clock-the carefully yesterday”

De valgte jo Jensen enstemmigt ' denne gang
“They: elected as you' know! Jensen Uunanimously: ' this time’




Heltoft 1993 & 1999

MA P BA

Han er blevet tidligt senil
‘He hadl become early senile’

Vil de sa rejse Ufe)7
Will they: then, travel out’

Durhar veeret fior l22nge rektor
You have been teo long headmaster

/

De ville; bare ga tlir
‘They would just go (for a) walk’




Heltoft 1993 & 1999

MA

P

BA

AlirBaba fik syet ham
‘Ali Baba had sown him

smukt
beautifully,

Sammen
up

af en skomager
by a shemaker”

Hun har gjort teeppet
‘She had made carpet-the

omhyggeligt
carefully

fieendigt
finished

i handen
by hand”

De| har ikke afhgrt chefen

“They have noet
interrogated! boss-the

grundigt
thoroughly

o samtalen
about conversation=the

Sagen er jo blevet

‘Matter-the has as you
know! been

meget; bevidst
very: deliberately:

trukket
dragged

iHlangdrag
out’




PPs like' af en skomagerandl /i fidhden can
OCCUr In the! ar slot:

A.B. fik af'en skomager'syet ham smukt
Sammen
Hun har i handen gjort teeppet feerdigt




Cannot precede other elements in BA:

Sagen er jo medet bevidst blevet trukket |

langdrag af myndighederne

=Sagen er'jo meget: bevidst blevet trukket: af
myndighederne i langdrag




Tihis type off PP shoulal therelore be
classified asfadverbial.

AS It must precede time and place
adverbials it can be placed first in' FA or
given a special slot in front of FA.




ihe other PPs cannoet be; placedli ar:

~De Nar o Samtalen. athgrt Chefen
=Saden| er [ /angdrag blevet trtkket

And theyshould therefiore not be regarded as
adverbials




O samitalenis, a prepositional’ ohject
WHICH means that! samita/endenotes an
dligument

/'/angdragis part of the, predicate




Proposal

MA

P

A

A.B. fik syet

SmukE

SdlMmeEn

affen
skomager

Hun har gjort

omhyggeligt

feerdigt

i handen

Han er: blevet

tidligt

senil

Sagen er jo blevet

meget bevidst

trukket i
langdrag

De! har ikke affagrt

grundigt

om

Samtalen




Proposal

O,

MA

P

0,

A

Hun havde; skubbet
‘She hadl pushed

ud afi
out of

veerelset
roem-the

i'gar.
yesterday”

Elmander havde faet
‘Elmander hadl had

kontrol over
control ever

bolden
ball-the’

*Elmander havde faet

kontrol

OVEr

pbolden

Elmander havde faet
‘Elmander had had

bolden
ball=the

under kentrol
under control’

Brondby: havde lgbet
‘Brigndby: ad run

AGF
AGFE

treet
tired”




Future work

ihe sentence model vs, trees

[HOW: aré Various: complex: predicates
licensed:

s Resultatives

s SUpporit verb constructions

s Constructions withrauxiliaries
Argument: structure; thematic roles

Infermation structure
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